Linguistic Ethnography Forum AGM, 19th September 2024
Location: Online
Minutes (Chloe Cheetham)
Present:
From the committee: Julia Snell (Convenor, Chair), Karin Tusting (Ordinary Member), Piotr Węgorowski (Treasurer), Jackie Jia Lou (Network Manager), Chloe Cheetham (Ordinary Member with Special Responsibility for X/Twitter), Emma Brooks (Membership Secretary), Andrea Sunyol I Garcia-Moreno (Ordinary Member), Jaspal Singh (Ordinary Member).
From the membership: Julia Gillen, Marco Santello, James Simpson, Alia Amir, Peter Browning, Lian Malai Madsen*
Approval of minutes from last year’s AGM and matters arising: minutes were approved, no matters arising.
1. Officer’s reports
a) Convenor (Julia Snell). Although it has been a fairly quiet year for the SIG, we had a really strong LEF strand at BAAL 2024. The strand ran for the whole day. The presentations were strong, and Julia thanked and celebrated all presenters and contributors. 

A roundtable had been planned, entitled ‘Israel/Palestine: Discourses of war, defence, peace, resistance, aid, liberation and the question of academic freedom’. The idea was to arrange something for the BAAL conference, but there were some issues with communications and organisation. Jaspal Singh was taking the lead on organising, and said he is always willing to discuss ideas with individuals, or as a whole group. Julia paused for others to offer any comments. None were offered. It was agreed that we will pick this up in future committee events and discuss holding it as a potential future event, but that it needs time and thought.

Information about EELC10 was shared. It will be held 18–19 August 2025 at the University of Copenhagen. Julia invited Lian Malai Madsen to share any more information. Lian said funding has been received from the Carlsberg Foundation meaning the price can be kept reasonable. We are almost ready to put out the second call. There will be more creative formats, such as a roundtable on posters. The team, Lian, Martha Sif Karrebæk, Andreas Candefors Stæhr, Marta Kirilova and Solvej Sørensen, is working on the website bu they need to do the conference manager programme. When that is sorted, they will do the second call. Lian will think about what the LEF committee can do to support. 

b) Treasurer (Piotr Węgorowski). The LEF account is healthy at £1135. The small levy on conference fees contribute to this fund, and Piotr will be in touch with EELC10 organisers to discuss. Ideas for spending the money going forward are welcomed; Julia said there are mechanisms for applying for financial support for linguistic ethnographic projects, and those interested should contact the committee. Karin Tusting asked what £262 on ‘other expenses’ was spent on; Piotr clarified this was for photographs forming part of an exhibition at EELC9 (based on Miguel Pérez-Milans and Adriana Patiño "Writing Ethnographically" workshop).

c) Membership secretary (Emma Brooks). We currently have 1215 members. People tend to leave when they move institution, and then rejoin. The numbers also increase after conferences.
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d) Ordinary member X/Twitter (Chloe Cheetham). Our follower count is 1312, an increase of 104 since the last count. We have previously seen, and might therefore expect, larger increases, but it could be explained by people leaving the platform with its new ownership. Chloe has looked into other platforms such as Mastodon and Threads, but they have not yet got the same traction as X/Twitter. Chloe will keep an eye on this. Chloe apologised she cannot share information about impressions and highlights as analytics are now a premium feature for which she does not feel there is value in paying. 

e) Network and Communications Manager (Jackie Jia Lou). The website is now live again after it was down for a short time, and the URL was shared (https://www.lingethnog.org). Jackie to update the Committee Members section in ‘About Us’. Once there is a website for EELC10, a link will be on the site. Jackie and Piotr to liaise about cost of website.

2. Elections for Posts
Julia Snell nominated Lian Malai Madsen for role of convenor. This was endorsed/seconded by Andrea Sunyol and Jaspal Singh.

3. AOB
Julia shared a publishing opportunity with Bloomsbury who are considering commissioning a new textbook on LE, and put it out for discussion. It was discussed whether there was a need for a textbook like this, as there are already lots of books and edited collections. There could be a gap for an undergraduate audience, however, they often do not have to scope to undertake an LE study. If the book did go ahead, it would need a clear focus.
This reminded committee members about the Resources page on the LEF site, which it could be worth revisiting and adding to. We discussed the best ways to make/get suggestions for updating the site which is currently by email to Jackie. It was suggested that we could email members and ask for any new suggestions and updated works, and if this was annual, they would arrive at the same time making it easier to manage. We could also offer the option at conferences, even a physical suggestion box! 
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